
 

National FFA Organization | Career and Leadership Development Events 

19 
Veterinary Science 

Revised: January 25 

Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTER ORAL TABLET/CAPSULE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge. 
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student reads and interprets the veterinarian’s order. 10  

The student selects the correct drug and concentration. 15  

The student is able to open the mouth of the animal. 5  

The student maintains control of the head or muzzle during the 
administration of the medication. 

5 
 

The student uses an appropriate technique to encourage the patient to 
swallow. 

5 
 

The student is able to control the animal in a manner that is adequate to 
administer the medication yet did no harm to the patient. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTERING AURAL MEDICATION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with judge. 
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student successfully administered the proper amount of medication into 
the ear canal. 
• Ear pinna held upright 
• Correct amount of medication was administered without contamination 

20  

The student massages the base of the outside of the ear canal causing a 
swishing sound from the medication moving around in the ear canal. 

15  

The student wipes any solution that may have leaked onto the outside of the 
ear flap or hair. 

10  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTERING AN INTRAMUSCULAR INJECTION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student selected the proper site for administration. 10  

The student directs the needle through the skin and into the muscle. 10  

The student aspirates; if no blood is noted, injects. 10  

The student withdraws the needle and places in the sharps container. 10  

The student massages the area where the injection was given and praises the 
patient. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTERING OPHTHALMIC MEDICATION 

 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student wipes any discharge from the patient’s eye using a gauze 
sponge or cotton ball. 

8  

The student opens the end of the ophthalmic medicine 3  

The student uses the index finger and thumb to pull the upper and lower lids 
apart to open the eye. 

The student’s thumb pulls the lower lid down and the index finger pulls the 
upper lid upward. 

The student’s other finger may rest on the head of the animal. 

12  

While resting the hand holding the medication on the head of the patient, 
the student applies the drops or ointment gently into the eye without 
touching the eye, counting each drop or applying the proper amount of 
ointment without contamination. 

12  

The student releases the eyelids. 5  

The student allows the animal to blink to move the medication throughout 
the eye. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
ADMINISTERING A SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student lifts the skin using the thumb and forefinger forming a triangle 
or tent with the skin. 

10  

The student inserts the needle into the skin at the base of the tent or triangle 
parallel to the body. 

10  

The student aspirates, looking for any signs of blood entering the syringe; if 
no blood enters the syringe, the student administers the injection. 10  

The student withdraws the needle and places in the sharps container. 10  

The student rubs the injection site and praises the patient. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
APPLYING AN ELECTRONIC EAR TAG TO LIVESTOCK  
 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria  
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student assembles the correct material for applying an electronic 
ear tag.  
(tagger, female and male electronic tag components, and 
antiseptic/disinfectant solution). 

54  

The student loads the tag by depressing the tagger’s spring clip and 
inserting the female component of the electronic tag, ensuring the 
raised portion of the tag is placed in the open portion of the jaws.  

5  

The student continues to load the tagger by slipping the male 
component of the of the electronic tag completely onto the blunt 
applicator pin. 

5  

The student lightly squeezes the jaws together to ensure the two tag 
components align. 

5  

The student dips the jaws of the tagger (with tag) into an 
antiseptic/disinfectant solution. 

4  

Without quick movements and loud noises, the student properly 
approaches the restrained patient and verifies the application site is free 
of foreign debris and avoids previously tagged locations. 

5  

The tagger is positioned in the correct application site, vertically in the 
middle of the ear, between two cartilaginous ribs, and 2/3 from the 
outside edge of the ear and 1/3 from the head. The female portion of the 
tag should be on the inside of the ear. 

12  

Confidently, squeeze the tagger’s handles and apply the tag to the 
correct application site. Remove the tagger from the applied tag.  

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS  50  

 
Resource: https://www.allflex.global/na/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/08/EIDApplicationGuide_CINS1601_R5_USDA.pdf  
 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
APPLYING A STANDING WRAP ON A HORSE  
 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student assembles the correct material for applying a standing 
wrap.  
(No-bow wraps aka quilts and standing wrap.) 

8  

The student places the edge of the first layer along the inside of the 
cannon bone and wraps ensuring they do not create any restriction of 
the joints above or below the wrap.  

7  

The student continues around the lower leg of the horse making sure to 
apply even pressure with no wrinkles and keeps the proximal and distal 
edges of the wrap even. 

6  

The student starts the next layer halfway down the leg, in the same 
direction as first layer, and ensures the wrap is even and lays flat. 

6  

The student pulls the wrap snugly over the cannon bone and continues 
to wrap distally applying steady and even pressure.  

6  

The student overlaps the bandage evenly, so no pressure points are 
created. 

6  

The student leaves ½” of the first layer showing when they reach the 
fetlock then continue to wrap the limb proximally. 3  

Once the student reaches the proximal edge, they leave ½” of the first 
layer showing and wrap down the leg until the wrap can be secured 
with the Velcro strap. 

3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS  50  

  
Resource: https://www.farmhousetack.com/blogs/barn-blog/how-to-wrap-a-standing-wrap  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
BANDAGE REMOVAL 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student chooses the bandage scissors and holds in proper orientation. 8  

The student keeps the blade flat against the body and the tip raised slightly 
upward in contact with bandage. 

10  

The student begins cutting each layer from the distal end moving proximally. 10  

The student gently removes each layer of bandage. 7  

The student notes the status of the unbandaged area and states if it is normal 
or if there are any problems. 

6  

The student cleans up work area. 4  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
CYSTOCENTESIS IN COMPANION ANIMALS 

 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possibl
e 

Point
s 

Earne
d 

The student places the patient in dorsal recumbency. 5  

The student palpates the bladder to assess its size and location. 8  

The student cleans the surface of the skin with alcohol. 5  

The student palpates and immobilizes the bladder. 5  

The student inserts the needle Dorso caudally into the caudal abdomen. 10  

The student gently aspirates urine into the syringe. 5  

The student releases suction after the sample has been obtained. 5  

The student withdraws the needle from the abdomen. 2  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

 
TOTAL POINTS 

50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
EAR NOTCHING FOR IDENTIFICATION IN PIGLETS 
 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student assembles the correct material for ear notching a piglet 5  

The student uses their forearm to secure the piglet against their body with 
the same hand wrapped around the piglet’s neck and head, thumb on one 
side and index finger securing the ear. 

7  

The student uses their other hand to operate the tool used for 
notching. 

3  

The student notches the piglet’s right ear to indicate the litter. 5  

The student notches piglet’s left ear to indicate pig. 5  

The student ensures the notches indent from the edge of the ear by 
0.25”. 

5  

The student ensures the notches are 0.25” from each other. 5  

The student disinfects the notching tool before notching the next piglet. 5  

The student briefly explains aftercare (observe twice a day for overall health 
and attitude, bleeding, littermates chewing on ears) 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

 
TOTAL POINTS 

50  

 

Back to rubrics lists  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
FECAL FLOTATION WITH FECALYZER 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student selects about 1/4 teaspoon of feces and places it into a fecalyzer. 5  

The student adds enough flotation solution to fill the fecalyzer about half full. 6  

The student mixes the feces into solution until no large fecal particles 
remain. 

6  

The student places insert into fecalyzer. 6  

The student fills the vial with more solution until there is a visible meniscus at 
the top. 

6  

The student places a cover slip on top of the fecalyzer. 6  

The student allows the vial to sit undisturbed for 10 to 15 minutes. 5  

The student carefully removes the cover slip without tilting it and places it on 
a microscope slide. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
FILLING A SYRINGE FOR INJECTION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student determines the amount to be placed in the syringe. 6  

The student selects the proper-sized syringe. 8  

The student inserts the syringe into the top of the bottle. 5  

The student places the bottle upside down in one hand and holds securely. 6  

The student withdraws the proper volume. 6  

The student removes the syringe from the bottle. 4  

The student gently taps or snaps the edge of the syringe to remove any air 
bubbles or slightly expels the air by pushing the end of the plunger. 

6  

The student places syringe in the sharps container. 4  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
FINE NEEDLE BIOPSY-ASPIRATE 
 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 

Point
s 

Earne
d 

The student stabilizes the mass. 
5  

The student inserts the needle into the mass.   
5  

The student retracts the plunger on the syringe to create negative 
pressure.  

10  

The student redirects the needle several times without removing the needle 
from the mass.  

10  

While maintaining negative pressure, the student removes the needle from 
the mass. To maintain negative pressure, hold the plunger in place. 

10  

The student removes the needle from the syringe for slide preparation.  
5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
OPENING A SURGERY PACK 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student places the surgery pack on a clean, dry surface. 4  

The student removes or tears the tape securing the package. 4  

The student opens the first flap away from them. 8  

The student opens the side flaps without reaching across open pack. 8  

The student opens the last flap toward them. 8  

The student opens the pack without contamination. 10  

The student steps away so the surgeon or scrub nurse can complete the 
opening of the pack. 

3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
PREPARE A SURGICAL PACK FOR STERILIZATION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student gathers the appropriate instruments and instrument pan if 
applicable. 

5  

The student gathers additional supplies if applicable. 5  

The student selects the appropriate packaging material and chemical 
indicator. 

10  

The student assembles the pack correctly by following the instructions on 
the checklist or recipe. 

10  

The student places the chemical indicator in the correct area of the pack. 10  

The student properly wraps, secures and labels the pack. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
PRESCRIPTION FILLING 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student reads and verbally interprets prescription. 8  

The student selects the correct drug and concentration. 17  

The student places the pill counting tray on the pharmacy counter with the 
channel to the left and the open plate in front of him or her. 1 

 

The student pours the medication tablets or capsules onto the tray plate. 1  

The student opens the channel cover. 1  

The student uses a spatula or tongue depressor to push groups of tablets or 
capsules into the channel. 1 

 

When the student has counted the desired amount of medication, he or she 
closes the channel cover. The student tilts the tray to return the unused 
medicine into the stock bottle. 

4 
 

The student lifts the tray to place the channel spout into the medicine vial 
and transfers medication. 4 

 

The student places the lid on the vial and sets it on the counter. 1  

The student appropriately fills out label with prescription information. 7  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
REMOVAL OF SUTURES 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student clearly visualizes and inspects the incision site. 10  

If there are problems with the incision site, the student informs the 
veterinarian. If there are no problems, the student removes the sutures. 

10  

The student chooses the correct tool to remove the sutures. 10  

The student places the curved blade underneath the suture for removal and 
removes the suture. 

10  

The student does not cause unnecessary harm or discomfort to the patient. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
SURGICAL SITE PREPARATION 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student applies antiseptic scrub to clipped area. 6  

The student preps the clipped area with a clean surgical sponge beginning 
at the incision site moving in a circular motion and works toward the edges. 

8  

The student does not bring the sponge back to the incision site once it is 
moved away from the incision site. 

8  

The student discards the sponge once it reachs the edge of the clipped area. 5  

The student wipes the clipped area with a rinse solution using a clean 
surgical sponge following the same pattern as when scrubbing with the 
antiseptic. 

8  

The student repeats the scrub and rinse a minimum of three times or until 
the final rinse sponge was clean. 

10  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
SWABBING A LESION 
  
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
  

  

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student assembles the correct material for swabbing a lesion. 
(sterile swab and tube with appropriate transport media). 

5  

The student aseptically removes the swab by opening the outer 
packaging and grasping the handle end of the swab. 5  

The student inserts/places the swab in/on the lesion of concern and 
rotates the swab for 5 seconds, avoiding causing any additional trauma 
and bleeding. The student should avoid contacting the swab with non-
lesioned surfaces. 

14  

The student removes the swab from the lesion and places the swab 
directly into the collection tube ensuring the swab end is within the 
transport media. The swab should be vigorously swirled within the 
transport media. 

8  

When withdrawing the swab, the student should reduce the amount of 
transport media that has been absorbed within the swab by pressing 
the swab along the side of the tube.  

8  

The student should label the tube with the animal’s identification 
number and promptly chill the tube for shipment. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS  50  

 
Adapted Resource: https://www.securepork.org/Resources/Nasal-Swabs.pdf  
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
USING A MICROSCOPE-DRY 
 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge. 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student secures the glass slide onto the stage and powers on the 
light source. 

4  

The student follows the “low to high rule” and chooses the 
lowest(scanning) objective first. 

4  

The student keeps both eyes open and looks through the eye pieces, 
adjusting the distance until they see one circle of light. 

9  

The student controls the amount of light by adjusting the diaphragm and 
condenser.   

5  

The student uses the stage controls to move the target specimen into the 
center of view. 

9  

The student adjusts the coarse focus to get the specimen into view, then the 
fine focus to achieve a sharper image of the specimen. 9  

The student achieves a closer look by moving to a higher power objective 
and using the fine focus again for the sharpest image. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer 
relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Resources: https://www.ncbionetwork.org/educational-resources/videos/use-and-care-microscope 
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Clinical Procedures Practicum 
USING A MICROSCOPE-OIL IMMERSION 
 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge. 

 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student secures the glass slide onto the stage and 
powers on the light source. 

2  

The student follows the “low to high rule” and chooses the 
lowest (scanning) objective first. 

2  

The student keeps both eyes open and looks through the eye 
pieces, adjusting the distance until they see one circle of light. 

7  

The student controls the amount of light by adjusting the 
diaphragm and condenser. 

4  

The student uses the stage controls to move the target 
specimen into the center of view. 

3  

The student adjusts the coarse focus to get the specimen into 
view, then the fine focus to achieve a sharper image of the 
specimen.  Repeat these steps with each dry objective. 

9  

The student turns the nose piece so it sets between the 40X and 
100X (oil immersion) objectives and carefully places a drop of oil 
onto the slide over the specimen. 

5  

The student looks from the side of the stage and uses the fine 
focus to make contact between the lens and the oil.  The lens 
must not touch the glass slide. Looking through the eye pieces, 
the student uses the fine focus to achieve the sharpest image. 

8  

The student lowers the stage, removes the slide, and uses lens 
paper to clean oil lens. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and 
customer relations. 

5  

TOTAL POINTS 50  

 

Resources: https://www.ncbionetwork.org/educational-resources/videos/use-and-care-microscope 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
APPLYING A CAT MUZZLE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

CRITERIA Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student opens the cage door and calls the cat by name. 1  

The student presents a closed hand to the cat to allow it to sniff her hand, 
strokes the cat on the head and neck, slides hand under thorax to lift the fore 
quarters  and gently draws the cat towards them while using the other arm 
to support the cat’s weight and drawing the cat close to your body in a kind 
and friendly manner to permit gentle restraint, not tight but enough to 
reduce wiggling. 

1  

The student cradles the cat’s abdomen with their other hand and removes 
the cat from the cage. 

2  

With the cat’s head still controlled, the student places the cat under one arm 
close to his or her body and closes the cage door with his or her free hand. 

1  

The student places cat on table. 1  

The student selects a muzzle of appropriate size for the cat. 5  

The student places the cat in sitting or sternal position on exam table. 1  

The student positions the muzzle properly in his or her hands. 3  

The student approaches the cat from behind with the muzzle in both hands 
while another person restrains cat. 

3  

The student brings the muzzle up to the cat’s face in one swift motion. 4  

The student secures the muzzle behind the ears. 3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  
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Handling and Restraining Practicum  
APPLYING A LEAD WITH CHAIN ON A HORSE UNDER THE CHIN  
  
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
  
  

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Without quick movements and loud noises, the student properly 
approaches the haltered patient at a 45-degree angle to the patient’s 
left shoulder. 

5  

The student runs the snap through the lower metal ring on the left side 
of the halter from the outside in. 

4  

The student carefully guides the chain under the horse’s jaw. 4  

The student will run the snap through the lower metal ring on the 
opposite side of the halter. 

4  

The student will continue up the cheekpiece of the halter and snap the 
lead onto the top ring of the halter. 

4  

The student ensures the thumb tab is facing out on the snap. 4  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS  30  

  
Resource: https://www.youngrider.com/how-to-safely-use-a-stud-chain/ 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
APPLYING ELIZABETHAN COLLAR 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student chooses the correct size of E-collar for the patient. 5  

The student correctly prepares the E-collar for placement. 5  

The student correctly places the E-collar on the animal. 5  

Placement is adequately secured so the animal cannot remove the E-collar. 5  

The E-collar is secured such that the animal’s breathing is not restricted. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
APPLYING A GAUZE DOG MUZZLE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student selects proper type of material and length. 4  

The student places the dog in sitting or sternal position on exam table or 
floor. 

1  

The student makes a loop in the gauze and approaches the dog from 
behind. 

5  

The student places the loop on the dog’s face with the tie on top. 5  

The student quickly tightens the loop and then crosses the ends under the 
dog’s face. 

5  

The student brings the ends back behind the dog’s head under the ears and 
ties in a quick-release bow. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
APPLYING A NYLON DOG MUZZLE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student selects appropriate muzzle. 4  

The student places the dog in sitting or sternal position on exam table or 
floor. 

2  

The student comes from behind the dog’s head with the muzzle in one hand 
in the correct position. 

5  

The student brings the muzzle up to the dog’s face and slips it on while 
grasping the strap with the other hand. 

5  

The student secures the muzzle. 4  

The student checks for proper fit (one finger inserted under the strap). 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
HALTERING A HORSE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Without quick movements and loud noises, the student properly approaches 
the patient at a 45-degree angle to the patient’s left shoulder. 

4  

The student places end of the lead rope over the horse’s neck and passes 
sufficient length of lead to form a handheld loop around the horse’s neck. 

4  

Holding the handheld loop in his or her right hand, the student uses his or 
her left hand to slip the nose-band of the halter over the nose. 

4  

Student releases the lead rope and with their right hand under the horse’s 
neck, the student passes the crown strap over the head and behind the ears 
and attaches the end to the appropriate place on the halter. 

4  

The student snaps the end of the lead to the lead ring of the halter and 
undrapes the lead rope from the horse’s neck. 

4  

The student adjusts the halter, so it is snug enough that the nose piece could 
not fall over the end of the nose but not so tight that the halter cuts or rubs 
the horse or restricts jaw movement or breathing. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
HALTERING RUMINANTS 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Without quick movements and loud noises, the student properly approaches 
the patient at a 45-degree angle to the patient’s left shoulder. 

5  

The student places crown piece of halter over ears, then slips nose through 
nosepiece. 

5  

The student properly adjusts the halter such that the nose band crosses over 
bridge of nose halfway between the nostrils and eyes. 

5  

The student ensures that the adjustable portion of the nose band is under 
the chin, not across the bridge of the nose. 

5  

The student keeps the standing end or lead rope portion on the left side of 
the patient. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 

LIFTING A HIND FOOT OF A HORSE  

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge. 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Without quick movements and loud noises, the student properly 
approaches the haltered patient at a 45-degree angle to the patient’s 
hip. 

4 

The student will stand beside the horse facing caudally (facing the 
hindquarters). 

4 

The student will slide their hand over the hip and down the caudal 
aspect of the leg. 

4 

The student will continue down the leg with their hand cupped around 
the plantar aspect, over the tendons behind the cannon bone. 4 

The student will apply light pressure to either side of the tendons near 
the fetlock until the horse lifts its leg. The student will then cup the hoof 
to support the animal. 

5 

The student will gently place the foot back on the ground and move 
away in a safe manner. 

4 

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5 

TOTAL POINTS 30 

Back to rubrics lists 

Resource: https://youtube.com/shorts/E6tp7FwA6tQ 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
PLACING A TAIL TIE 

 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student lays the rope over the tail at the tip of the tail bone. 5  

The student folds all the tail hairs up over the rope. 5  

The student passes the short end of the rope behind the tail, and makes a 
fold or bight in it. 

5  

The student passes the fold or bight over the folded tail and under the rope, 
which is looped around the tail. 

5  

The student pulls tight. 5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
REMOVING A FRIENDLY CAT FROM A CAGE AND WRAP IN A FEAR-REDUCED MANNER 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student places a thick, medium-sized towel sprayed with Feliway on the 
exam table. 

2  

The student opens the cage door and calls the cat by name. 1  

The student presents a closed hand to the cat to allow it to sniff their hand, 
strokes the cat on the head and neck, slides hand under thorax to lift the fore 
quarters and gently draws the cat towards them while using the other arm 
to support the cat’s weight and drawing the cat close to the body in a kind 
and friendly manner to permit gentle restraint, not tight but enough to 
reduce wiggling. 

2  

The student cradles the cat’s abdomen with their other hand and removes 
the cat from the cage. 1  

With the cat's head still controlled, the student places the cat under one arm 
close to his or her body and closes the cage door with his or her free hand. 

2  

The student carries the cat to the exam table while holding the cat close to 
his or her body and places the cat onto the center of the towel, in sternal 
position. 

5  

The student wraps the back corner of the towel over the rear of the cat 3  

The student takes one front corner of the towel and wraps it snugly over and 
around the cat's body, being sure to get the towel under the cat's neck. wrap 
around the neck to ensure front feet are covered. 

3  

The student repeats this action with the other end of the towel wrapping it 
around the cat and under its neck. 

3  

Once both sides of the towel are wrapped around the cat the student tucks 
any excess towel under the cat. 

3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 

  

45



 

National FFA Organization | Career and Leadership Development Events 

50 
Veterinary Science 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
REMOVING DOG FROM FLOOR LEVEL CAGE TO RESTRAIN FOR LATERAL SAPHENOUS VENIPUNCTURE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student places a leash in one hand with a large loop open in the correct 
position (in the “P”) and ready to place over the dog’s head. 

1  

While blocking the opening, the student opens the cage door enough to slip 
the hand holding the leash into the cage. 1  

The student slips the leash over the neck of the dog and gently tightens the 
leash around the neck. 

1  

The student opens the door and allows the dog to exit the cage. 1  

The student lifts the dog and places on the table. 1  

The student places his or her right arm across the dog’s neck and reaches 
between the front legs to grasp the dog’s right forelimb in right hand. 

4  

The student places left arm over the dog’s back and reaches for the dog’s 
right rear limb, just proximal to the hock. 

4  

With the dog’s body close, the student gently lifts the limbs while allowing 
the dog’s body to lay on the table; the dog should be on its right side. 4  

The student allows the dog to relax for a couple seconds, not releasing the 
grasp on the limbs. 

3  

The student uses left hand to hold the limb tightly in the area just distal to 
the stifle, which will occlude the vein. 

5  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF A PIGLET 
 
Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

Student firmly grasps upper back leg, above the hock, of the piglet with 
one hand. 

5  

Student places other hand under the belly of the piglet. 4  

Student lifts piglet to their chest. 4  

While holding the animal under its belly student wraps the other arm 
around the neck of the animal. 

4  

Student holds animal close to chest for maximum control of the 
animal. 4  

Student ensures animal has two points of contact on the floor before 
releasing the animal. 

4  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

 
TOTAL POINTS 

30  

 

Reference: https://www.securepork.org/Resources/Restraint.pdf  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF A RABBIT 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student approaches the rabbit calmly and quietly. 3  

The student scruffs the rabbit with one hand while gently lifting the 
front end. 

5  

The student’s other hand immediately reaches under the hind limbs 
and holds them (not allowing the hind limbs to dangle). 

6  

The student rests the rabbit’s body on the arm with the hand holding 
the hind limbs. 

5  

The scruffing hold is released, and the hand is moved to hold the 
rabbit’s outside front leg. 

6  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer 
relations. 

5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF THE CAT FOR CEPHALIC IV CATHETER PLACEMENT 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student places the cat in sternal recumbency on an examination table. 3  

The student controls and lifts the head up by placing thumb and forefingers 
over top of head, fingers firm on zygomatic arches (below eyes). 

6  

The student extends the left front limb forward by grasping the elbow in the 
palm of his or her hand with thumb on the top of the elbow joint. 

6  

The student allows the judge to grasp the left front paw and extend the limb 
toward him or her. 

4  

The student occludes the vein by pressing down on the top of the elbow 
joint with his or her thumb and then rotating his or her thumb laterally. 

6  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF THE CAT FOR JUGULAR VENIPUNCTURE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student places the cat in sternal recumbency with its chest close to the 
edge of the table. 

5  

The student controls and lifts the head up by placing thumb and forefingers 
over top of head, fingers firm on zygomatic arches (below eyes). 

6  

The student’s other hand grasps the front legs and extends them down off 
the edge of the table. 

6  

The student uses arm and elbow to restrain the cat’s body close to the 
student’s body. 

5  

The student speaks to the patient in a calm and affectionate manner during 
the procedure. 

3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF THE CAT IN LATERAL RECUMBENCY FOR FEMORAL VENIPUNCTURE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student places the cat on an examination table. 2  

The student gains control of the cat’s head by placing thumb on one side of 
the head by the jaw, the ring finger placed on the opposite side from behind 
the head, place pointer and middle finger on top of head and lifts it off the 
table enough to grasp both hind legs with his or her other hand and reaches 
under cat to grasp both hind limbs. 

7  

The student lays the cat on its side with the hind legs stretched rearward. 6  

The student tucks top rear leg and tail while occluding with side of hand. 7  

The student speaks to the patient in a calm and affectionate manner during 
the procedure. 

3  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF THE DOG FOR CEPHALIC VENIPUNCTURE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student places a noose leash on the dog. 1  

The student restrains the dog in sternal recumbency. 2  

The student stands on the dog’s right side, wrapping his or her right arm 
around the dog’s neck. 

5  

The student holds the dog’s left forelimb with elbow in the palm of his or her 
hand and extend the limb forward toward the person performing the 
procedure. 

5  

With the elbow of the dog in his or her palm, the student rotates his or her 
thumb up so it is on top of the limb at the bend of the elbow. 

6  

The student occludes the vessel with the thumb and rotates the thumb 
laterally. 

6  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
RESTRAINT OF THE SMALL DOG FOR JUGULAR VENIPUNCTURE 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria Points 
Possible 

Points 
Earned 

The student puts a noose leash on the dog and has the dog sit. 1  

The student places one arm around the dog’s neck and places the other arm 
around the dog’s back to grasp the forelimbs. 

5  

The student pushes the dog’s back with his or her body to encourage the 
dog to lie down. 

5  

The student holds the head up under the jaw, away from the chest (can be 
achieved by cupping hand underneath the muzzle and by pushing the head 
upward). 

7  

The student’s other hand grasps the front legs and extends them over the 
end of the table. 

7  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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Handling and Restraining Practicum 
SNARE RESTRAINT OF THE PIG 

 

Participant must talk through practicum steps with the judge.  
 
 

Criteria 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

The student, standing next to the patient, guides the loop of the snare into 
the mouth and over the nose or upper jaw. 

3  

The student makes sure the loop is inserted far enough into the patient’s 
mouth. 

5  

The student pulls the loop tight when it is in the proper position. 5  

The student keeps the loop tight while moving to the front of the patient. 5  

The student maintains the pressure on the snare so that the patient cannot 
escape. 3  

 The student keeps control of the patient until the patient ceases to struggle.  2  

The student releases the patient after the procedure is completed 2  

Communicative ability, professionalism, articulation and customer relations. 5  

TOTAL POINTS 30  

 

Back to rubrics lists 
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